In order to acquaint the German people that two future
generations had been relieved of paying for the mistakes
of the madman who ruled Germany in 1914, and for being
put on their feet by friendly ex-enemies in 1920, he spoke
^ over the German radio network, and to-day his speech
looks as if it might well have been made by Hitler. " The
German people have the right to be acquainted by the head
of its Government, in the quickest possible manner of the
result of the Lausanne Conference. In this historic hour
there is no room for party politics, for the greater the
problem to be attacked, the greater must be the freedom
from all points of view, with which one steps forward to solve
the problem. We went on with the work in the firm belief in
the united and strong will of the German homeland, in the
knowledge that we were leaders of a country which is ready
to lead a victorious fight for economic and National freedom.
" Has this fight brought success? You, my dear fellow
countrymen, when you have heard my explanations, shall
give judgement. You shall judge, after you have heard
what we wanted and what we have achieved. Our task
was to liquidate the past and to free the future of the
German Nation from the pressure which crippled all
economic activity, which disturbed all effort at reconstruc-
tion and which ended in a fight of all against all.
" It became important to create the foundation of life,
which made it possible for the Nation to rise once more in
spiritual, cultural and economic paths. For a long time now
the world has been very clear in its mind that any construc-
tive thought for the re-installation of normal economic
and political connections among the Nations of Europe
could not come true until such time as the destructive
one-sided tribute payment system,- which yields nothing
productive, was done away with.
" In spite of this, it became very apparent at Lausanne
that the road to a realization of this fact was very hard and
far off. The return of trust in the world demanded the
urgent removal of reparation payments. A way had to be
found to remove this mistrust, which was the cause and
outcome of the heavy and unbearable economic burdens
which depressed Germany. For the restoration of such a
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